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Gilda’s Run/Walk 2021

Fundraising Toolkit for Participants
Thank you for registering for Gilda’s Run/Walk for 2021! We are thrilled to have you on
board and have your help fulfilling our mission of ensuring that no one faces cancer
alone. This toolkit contains a number of exciting tips and tricks to increase your impact
and fundraising efforts. Your engagement in fundraising and participating in Gilda’s
Run/Walk will make a big difference in the lives of local families touched by cancer. The
earlier that you get started the better!
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Event Details
WHAT IS GILDA’S RUN/WALK?
Gilda’s Run/Walk is the biggest annual fundraiser for Gilda’s Club Madison. This is the 14th year this
event will bring the community together so that no one faces cancer alone. The 14th annual Gilda’s
Run/Walk will be held on October 17th, 2021. We hope you, your family and friends will all join us for
this fun, community-centered event!

OUR MISSION
As you may know, Gilda’s Club Madison’s mission is to ensure that no one faces cancer alone. At Gilda's
Club Madison you will find emotional support, cancer education, wellness activities, social gatherings,
expressive arts, and more!
Your participation will support families in our community
touched by cancer. No one should feel isolated during their
cancer journey. Every dollar that you raise will stay local.

FOR MORE HELP
For fundraising tips, contact Lindsey Dalton, Development Director,
at (608)828-8862 or lindsey@gildasclubmadison.org. Questions
about event details, sponsorships, or logistics? Contact Lannia
Stenz, CEO/Executive Director, at (608)828-880 or
lannia@gildasclubmadison.org.
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YOU HAVE AN IMPACT!
You make a real, tangible difference in the lives of families touched by cancer:
•

If you raise $216, you could fund 6 months of critical support for an individual touched by
cancer!

•

If you form a team of 10 and each member of your team raises $250, you could fund an entire
year of Moving Forward, a monthly program that explores the how's and why's of life after
treatment!

•

If everyone who participates in Gilda's Run raises an extra $10, this would raise an extra $10,000
towards our programs--enough to fund our Monday night and Thursday morning Wellness
groups for an entire year! These groups are professionally-led, weekly support groups for people
with a cancer diagnosis.

“The [Cancer Center] did a wonderful
job of treating my cancer, and Gilda's
has helped to complete the process
emotionally and mentally.”- Mick,
Gilda’s Club Ambassador
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GETTING STARTED
Fundraising Made Easy!
Maximize your impact and invite your community to join your efforts.
•

Step 1- Sign up! Visit our Gilda’s Run/Walk event page at www.gildasrunwalk.com
a. You will need to register for the event on our website. There is a $35 registration fee.
After registering, you will need to create a fundraising page. Take advantage of this
opportunity to personalize your page by uploading a picture, setting your fundraising
goal, and including a message about why you are participating!
b. Join our Facebook Group for volunteer fundraisers! The link will be in your confirmation
email.
c. Stay up-to-date through our regular emails for fundraisers! These will include even more
tips, stories, and sharable items.

•

Step 2- Ask!
a. The number one reason that people give is because they are asked. Don’t be shy about
telling everyone you know that you are participating in Gilda’s Run/Walk for 2020. Don’t
forget to go to places where you spend money like your hair salon, favorite restaurant,
or your gym.

Beat the Average
Use this fun and easy plan to raise $250 in only 4 weeks:
When?

Who to Ask?

Week 1
Use your online personal page to sponsor yourself
Week 2
Email 4 Family Members/Friends for $25 each
Week 3
Post your fundraising page link on Facebook
Week 4
Ask 3 more Family Members/Friends for $25 each
Your 4-Week Grand Total
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•

Step 3- Follow Up!
Always follow up! Many people will need more than one request to donate and most
will appreciate the reminder. Include fun facts and an update on how close you are to
reaching your goal.
Send a thank you letter, note, or message to your donors.

•

Step 4- Reach your goal? Keep going!

•

Step 5- Have Fun! You’ve worked extremely hard to reach or surpass your goal. Remember to
post a photo after your event to your social media accounts to show your supporters that you
were a part of it!

HOW TO RAISE $$$
You’ve registered for Gilda’s Run/Walk, you have the date
circled on your calendar, now what? Start fundraising
today! Before you know it, you will have your $$$ raised
to support families touched by cancer!
Best Practices
1. Start Early!
a. Although it may seem like you have all the
time in the world to fundraise, this event will be here sooner thank you think! The
sooner you start fundraising, the more money you will raise for Gilda’s Club and the
sooner you will reach your goal.
2. Create an Email Schedule!
a. It is easy to be super keen when you start your fundraising journey, but lose steam a
couple weeks in.
b. To make sure you are reaching out to your potential donors consistently, create an
email schedule, with specific dates and diverse content.
c. This ensures that you will be switching up your messaging, so your potential donors are
not receiving the same ask over and over again. Keep it interesting.
d. Suggested topics for your emails
i. Gilda’s Club will provide mission related blurbs and testimonials to add to your
emails. This keeps your potential donors updated on WHY you are doing this
and how it is helping.
Fundraising Toolkit for Participants
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ii. Include updates on where you are in the fundraising process and how much
more you need to reach your goal.
iii. Include pictures and videos from Gilda’s Run/Walk – just ask us for them!
3. Get Help From Your Support System!
a. If your friends and colleagues are not able to donate, that’s OK! There is lots they can do
to help you reach your goal
b. Ask them to share your personal fundraising page on their social media forums
c. Ask them to reach out to the people in their lives that may have a connection to the
mission, and would consider donating.
4. Make a Video!
a. As opposed to writing post after post on your social media forums, consider switching it
up! Make a video detailing what you are doing and why you are doing it
b. Most viewers will watch a video before they will read a post
c. It is easier to communicate the mission of the non-profit profit you are supporting when
you are speaking about it – the video makes it more personal
5. Use Your Community Connections!
a. Get something donated from a business in your community
(gift certificate, swag bag, service, etc.)
b. Create a raise-a-thon week!
c. In your email and on social media use wording similar to this “Everyone
who donates to me this week, will go in a drawing to win ___”
d. At the end of the week, get someone to take a video of you drawing a name, and post it!
That person wins something, and you’ve made some extra money!

Add the event logo to your
e-mail signature. You can
also include a hyper-link to
your personal fundraising
website and encourage
everyone to visit it and
support your efforts.
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Fundraising Inspiration
•

Corporate matching
o Many companies will match charitable
contributions their employees make. See if
your company will match your donations or
the total funds you raise. If they only match
employee giving, get as many of your coworkers to give as possible.

•

Corporate donations
o Don’t forget you can ask area businesses to support you.

•

Office campaigns
o You can put together some mini-fundraisers to benefit your cause
o Bake sale – sell cookies at your desk.
o

o

Baskets – keep a donation plate on your desk or in a common area

Challenge: have a peer in another department participate in Gilda’s Run/Walk with you,
then challenge each other as to who can raise the most donations!
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FUNDRAISERS
Think of something that you and your friends and/or family like to do, and make it a benefit to help you
raise funds to support families touched by cancer.
Key Elements
Start planning early
•
Promote your event
•
Use social media and e-vites to spread the word quickly and cheaply
•
Be sure to send out reminders as your event approaches
•
Tell each quest to bring another friends or two
•
Decide if you’ll be charging a flat rate or simply asking for a suggested donation
•
Include a silent auction or raffle to increase donations at your event
•
Pass around a jar at the event and ask people to donate their change
Don’t know what to plan??
We’ve included some great ideas for you below. Not everything on this list will appeal to you. Pick
something that sounds like fun and start planning! If you need help on how to plan a great fundraiser,
let us know. We are here to help!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bake Sale
Virtual Board Game Tournament
Car Wash
Virtual Karaoke Night
Pet Sitting
Sell Something on EBay Silent Auction
Snack Basket at Work
Virtual Trivia Party
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FUNDRAISING WORKSHEET

Use this form to make a list of all possible donors to your fundraising effort. Once you have listed
everyone you can think of and assigned an “ask” amount to each one, start fundraising and keep track!
Donor Name

Relationship to Me

Ask Amount

Received?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
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Fundraising Email Template:
Dear {name},
As you know, Gilda's Club Madison is near and dear to my heart. Because I want to make sure that no
one faces cancer alone, I am raising funds as a part of Gilda's Virtual Run/Walk. Gilda's Run/Walk will
take place on October 17th, and all of the funds raised will help provide cancer support to families in our
community. I would be honored if you would consider making a donation to my fundraising page.
[feel free to include your personal story OR use this or another story] I want to share a story from a
Gilda's Club member that illustrates why I support Gilda's Club:
I came to Gilda’s Club at the beginning of my treatment. There was a meal train in place, rides to
treatment were organized, babysitting after school was taken care of, a caring bridge site was set up,
and the whirl-wind was in full force.
For me, despite all of the support, I felt alone. I wanted more than anything to be understood: how I felt
both physically and emotionally.
I joined a wellness support group. There on my first night I said for the first time, “I have cancer,” and
was able to say it with all the fear, all the anger, and not have to hold back to protect my loved ones. I
was able to be honest about what I was going through.
The part I hold dear to my heart was seeing the nodding heads, the tears, the love, the support and
understanding I so desperately needed. My friends (yes in one night and over the upcoming months, my
group-mates became my friends) were there for me, and we supported each other thru the hard times. I
am forever in debt to my friends and Gilda’s for giving me the strength I didn’t know I had.
I know that most of us are unfortunately touched by cancer, and I want to make sure that anyone can
join the Gilda's Club community and receive the support they need. And, with the pandemic, virtual
programs continue. Being a part of a community, even if it’s virtually, is more important now than ever.
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You can find my personal fundraising page by visiting gildasrunwalk.com, then click on “Donate” and
search for my name.
You may also send checks or money orders made out to Gilda’s Club Madison:
Gilda’s Club Madison
7907 UW Health Ct.
Middleton, WI 53562
Please just put my name and “Gilda’s Run/Walk” in the gift memo, so that Gilda’s Club knows that you
are supporting my fundraising efforts.
Thank you so much for considering making a gift to support families touched by cancer!
Sincerely,
{Your name}
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