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Dear community partner!

For over two decades RunGR has been providing opportunities for individuals to live, train, and run in the
Greater Grand Rapids area. For RunGR, it is more than a motto, it is a lifestyle and mission that helps
create healthy communities. There are two ways RunGR provides opportunities to live out the motto and

mission.

The first is as a membership based running club. Over 300 members with a diverse range of

experiences and abilities train year round to achieve their goals. Guided by a USATF Level Il coach, the club
meets for workouts throughout the week in the Grand Rapids area. As members log miles together,
RunGR becomes less of a club and more like family. The club also volunteers throughout the year.

RunGR also puts on events for the community to be out and active. Our mission with these events is to
provide a great experience to celebrate health and wellness. We start off with the Magic of the Mile,
which allows participants to be track stars for an evening. Then we move onto the Cross Country Team
Challenge, providing a team based approach to running. We conclude the year with our flagship event, the
Lake Michigan Credit Union Bridge Run, which offers a 5K & 10 Mile in the heart of Grand Rapids. As the
Bridge Run returned to an in-person experience in 2021, we celebrated the accomplishments of 2,100+
participants.

We invite you to partner with us in 2022 to make a larger impact in the community where we live, work,
and play. In the next few pages, you will find a variety of ways for your organization to become engaged
with RunGR. Should you have any questions or additional ideas on how to partner, feel free to reach out!

(it

Kyle Cutler
Co-Race Director
Imcubridgerun@gmail.com | 616.204.6648
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What is the Bridge Run
Providing the community with a premier starting line to achieve goals since 2002. This is the mission of the

Bridge Run and we are passionate about it! We provide free training resources, a finisher medal, low
registration fees, and numerous spirit & aid stations on the course, just to name a few of the experience
elements.

Starting and finishing by the 6th Street Bridge, the courses provide participants with the opportunity to
experience the heart of downtown, run through parks, and cross historic bridges over the Grand River. The
10 Mile course is a unique distance and serves as an obtainable goal for those just starting out or a “tune up”
race for veteran runners with other fall race aspirations. The 5K course is flat for those looking to run fast, try
a 5K for the first time, or enjoy a scenic walk.

This year we celebrate our 20th birthday and are looking forward to 2,700+ joining us at the starting line!

Community Impact

We proudly contribute a portion of our race revenue annually to local organizations, many of which focus on
helping our youth get out and active. This includes the No Surrender Running Club, which was featured in
the January 2014 issue of Runner’s World for their work with the inner-city youth in Grand Rapids and
Wyoming.

Event Demographics

2015: 2,192 total participants (5K: 1,139 | 10 Mile: 1,053)

2016: 2,257 total participants (5K: 1,149 | 10 Mile: 1,108)

2017: 2,475 total participants (5K: 1,292 | 10 Mile:1,165)

2018: 2,442 total participants (5K: 1,336| 10 Mile: 1,106)

2019: 2,709 total participants (5K: 1,475 | 10 Mile: 1,234) new event record
2020: 811 virtual only participants

2021: 2,162 total participants (5K: 1,276| 10 Mile: 886)

A majority of the participants in 2019 resided in Kent & Ottawa counties, though individuals throughout
Michigan and 16 additional states were represented. Of our 2019 participants, 59% were female and 52%
were between the ages of 30 and 49. While it is not something we are easily able to track, we know that a
number of our participants are using the Bridge Run as their first race or organized wellness activity.

Additional information can be found at www.thebridgerun.com.
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Partner Opportunities

Gold Silver | Bronze | Event | Vendor
$3,000 | $1,500 | $750 | $250 $500
Categorical exclusivity X
Logo inclusion on volunteer shirt (approx. 200) X
Race Day 101 lunch & learn presentation X
Opportunity to promote to RunGR members X
Finish-chute banner (provided by sponsor) X
Logo inclusion on 2 course signs (provided by event) X X
Space in race morning in start/finish area X X X
Opportunity for content placement in one pre-event email X X
Opportunity for content in the electronic race packet X X
Opportunity to provide give-a-ways at packet pickup X X X
Logo inclusion on the Bridge Run website X X X X
Logo inclusion on race marketing materials X X X
Logo inclusion on participant shirt (approx. 2,500) X X X
Company name text on participant shirt (approx. 2,500) X
Recognized on Facebook & Instagram X X X X
Complimentary race entries 8 4 2 1
Recognized by emcee on race day X X X X X
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Wellness Partnership

The Wellness Partner Program provides the opportunity to use the Lake Michigan Credit Union Bridge
Run as a health & wellness option for employees. While traditional sponsorship opportunities are
focused on gaining visibility in the community, the Wellness Partner Program is designed to help your

organization become more physically active.

Benefits
The Wellness Partner Program includes the following amenities to help motivate your employee
“team”:

e Race entries (the number dependent on the commitment)

e “Running 101” Presentation to your employees

e Training plans for 10 Mile and 5K

e |deas to encourage participation in friendly competition or wellness benefits

In addition to the Wellness Partner program benefits, your participation in the wellness partner
program makes a public demonstration of your commitment to the health and well-being of your
employees, and also entitles you to these additional benefits:

e Logo inclusion on participant shirt for commitments over $1,000 (name in text under $1,000)
e Recognition on the Lake Michigan Credit Union Bridge Run website as a Wellness Partner
e Recognition on Facebook and Instagram
e Recognized during the event as a Wellness Partner
Investment
The Wellness Partner Program starts at $400 and includes 10 race entries. Additional race entries can
be acquired at a rate of $175 for every 5 participants. Race entries can be used in any combination for

the 10 Mile Run or 5K Run/Walk. Additionally, race discounts for other employees, family members,

and clients can be made available through an unique code.

A program like this can become an integral part of your healthy lifestyle program, or just a fun activity
to develop camaraderie within your organization. To provide your employees with adequate time to
prepare for a great experience, we recommend starting in July.
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Overview & Partnership Opportunities
July 12 | Grand Rapids Christian’s Track

Overview

Since 2012, The Magic of the Mile has been providing individuals of all ages and abilities to be track stars for
an evening. The mile race distance has been revered as the premier race and The Magic of the Mile puts
participants into heats by age and gender to compete against the clock. The Magic of the Mile also features a
youth 200 meter and 400 meter dash, where the future track stars participate for free and receive popsciles
at the end. The night is concluded with the Elite Men’s and Women’s events, which have not only bragging
rights up for grab, but a cash prize. The cost is only $10 to $15 a person. In 2021, more than 260 individuals
participated (a new event record)!

Additional information can be found at www.runsignup.com/Race/MI|/GrandRapids/Mile.

Partnership Opportunities

$300 | $150
Categorical exclusivity X
Start/Finish banner (provided by sponsor) X
Logo inclusion on 2 track signs (provided by event) X X
Space on race day to promote your organization X
Opportunity to provide give-a-ways at registration X
Logo inclusion on event website X X
Logo inclusion on participant thank you email X X
Logo inclusion on race marketing materials X X
Recognized on Facebook X X
Complimentary race entries 6 2
Recognized by emcee on race day X X
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Cross Country Team Challenge
Overview & Partnership Opportunities
July 26 | Richmond Park, Grand Rapids

Overview

The Cross Country Team Challenge provides individuals of all ages and abilities the opportunity to experience
running as a team sport. Using high school style cross country scoring, teams of 5 form to compete on a 5K
course that features dirt, grass, and gravel. Team based awards include the fastest and most spirited teams.
If you were on a cross country team in high school or college, this is your opportunity to relive those days;
however, if you missed out in your youth, now is your chance. The Cross Country Team Challenge started in
2013 and in 2021 had over 22 teams participating! The cost is only $10 to $15 per person, with youth
participating for free.

Additional information can be found at www.runsignup.com/Race/MI/Belmont/xc.

Partnership Opportunities

$300 | $150

Categorical exclusivity

Start/Finish banner (provided by sponsor)

Logo inclusion on 2 course signs (provided by event)
Space on race day to promote your organization
Opportunity to provide give-a-ways at registration
Logo inclusion on event website

Logo inclusion on participant thank you email
Logo inclusion on race marketing materials
Recognized on Facebook

Complimentary race entries

Recognized by emcee on race day
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Partnership Agreement - 2022

Organization:

Contact Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Contact Phone: Email:

Event Commitment(s):

Package Discounts!
Bridge Run Sponsorship: S
i I -select any 2 events, take 5% off total price
Bridge Run Wellness Partner: > -select any 3 events, take 10% off total price
Shamrock Shenanigans 5K S
Magic of the Mile: S
Cross Country Team Challenge: S

Total Commitment (less discounts): $

o Check enclosed and made payable to RunGR

o Please send invoice to:
(Payment and Sponsor Form may be mailed to: RunGR, P.O. Box 6823, East Grand Rapids, M| 49516)

If you have questions regarding the information provided in this package, contact Kyle at
Imcubridgerun@gmail.com or 616.204.66438.

RunGR is an affiliate of the Road Runners Club of America.
Through our affiliation with the RRCA, we are a 501(c)(3) organization.
FEDERAL TAX ID 38-3664585
Your contribution maybe tax deductible. Please retain a copy of this agreement for your records.

Your support is greatly appreciated by RunGR!



