
2026
Summer Solstice 8K - Sponsor Recap Report



Race Summary
The 11th annual Frederick Summer Solstice 8K was hosted by the Frederick Steeplechasers 
Running Club on June 13th, 2026 at the Walkersville Volunteer Fire Company. 

We had a breakout year with 559 registered participants, representing 10% 
growth over last year.  The many positive accolades we received on our runner 
survey tells us that we’re doing something right.  We are pleased to report 
that we fully met our dual goals of putting on a high-quality race while raising 
significant funds for our charitable beneficiary.

The Frederick Steeplechasers donated net proceeds of  $14,068 to the 
Frederick chapter of Blessings In A Backpack.  

“Great event, love a twilight race option and 8k is a fun distance to race. 
The after party was great. Will definitely run again and bring more friends!”



By the Numbers

 559 registered runners

 91 volunteers, filling 116 positions

 10 cash sponsors

 3 in-kind sponsors (food, water, promotion, services)

 105 donors (participants who added a BIAB donation to 
their registration)

 Rated 9.6 (out of 10) by our 2026 participants

 $14,068 in net proceeds donated to Blessings In A Backpack

 10 months of planning!



Participant/Runner Profiles

52% Female
48% Male



Runner Regional Demographics



Year-On-Year Trends

$206,126 donated since 2016



2026 Sponsorship Benefits



Sponsor Website Recognition
www.frederickss8k.com/sponsors

All sponsor logos incorporate active links 
to sponsor website or Facebook page



Sponsor Recognition, Social Media
www.facebook.com/frederickss8k

Sponsors are thanked on the Frederick 
Summer Solstice 8K Facebook Page with 
804 followers and Total Reach of 500-2,000 
for many posts. 



Sponsor Recognition, Marketing Emails
• Marketing emails went out to 9,000 local runners, 

promoting the race and recognizing our top 
sponsors with link to full sponsor list All logos 
have links to sponsor’s website.

• February 15
• March 30
• May 9
• June 7

See example at:
https://mailchi.mp/steeplechasers/ss8k-2026-final

https://mailchi.mp/steeplechasers/ss8k-2026-final
https://mailchi.mp/steeplechasers/ss8k-2026-final
https://mailchi.mp/steeplechasers/ss8k-2026-final
https://mailchi.mp/steeplechasers/ss8k-2026-final
https://mailchi.mp/steeplechasers/ss8k-2026-final


On-site Sponsor Recognition/Presence
Banners/Signs around race celebration area and on finish-line arch

We recognize all of our sponsors 
with race-day signage



Race Shirt 
600 Shirts Printed with sponsor logos



Competitive Differentiators
We’re not “just another race”
• Twilight race within a few days of the longest day of the year
• 8k is a less common distance, plus One-Mile Fun Run
• Organized by Frederick Steeplechasers Running Club – a 501(c)(3) organization 

putting on races since 1975
• Net proceeds donated to charity (Frederick chapter of Blessings In A Backpack)
• USATF-certified Race Course through the town of Walkersville and Heritage 

Farm Park
• Professional timing by Racine Multisports
• Race Night Expo, including sponsors, vendors
• After-party with craft beer from RAK Brewing and live music by Milk 

Mountain Band
• Directed by RRCA-certified race director



Thank you to Medstar Health
Premier sponsor of the

2026 Frederick Summer Solstice 8K



Race Wrap-Up
Check out our website for links to results and race photos frederickss8k,com

https://frederickss8k.com/


Looking back, Looking forward

Feedback
If you have any feedback on our 2026 event or suggestions on how 
to improve the sponsor relationship/experience, please contact us.  
We value your input!

Planning for 2027
We look forward to discussing 2027 sponsorship opportunities 
with you.   Save the date! 

June 12, 2027

Harriet Langlois, Race Director
 Sean Merrill, Asst. Race Director

Lou King, Sidekick
info@frederickss8k.com Thank You!

mailto:info@frederickss8k.com
mailto:info@frederickss8k.com
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