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Gratitude
Virg Bernero, Mayor 
9th Floor City Hall 
124 West Michigan Avenue 
Lansing, MI 48933 
 
May 23, 2013 
 
 
Dear Mayor Bernero, 
 
 I am a frequent user of the Lansing River Trail.  Every week as I use it I 
want to thank someone for dreaming it up, maintaining it and expanding and 
improving it. 
 
 This morning as I was riding my bike from Grand Ledge to my office in 
Delhi Township, I decided I would just send you a very positive letter of 
gratitude, and hope that you will pass on my compliments and gratitude to 
those who should share in my appreciation. 
 
 As a runner, swimmer and bicyclist, there is really nothing better than 
the Lansing River Trail.  It provides me with a safe and beautiful place to run and 
ride, and I wanted to say thanks to someone. 
 
With deepest appreciation, 
 
 
 
Kevin A Shaw 
14625 Wacousta Road 
Grand Ledge,MI 48837 
517-749-1543 
 
 



Say Yes
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MICHIGAN STATE FOOTBALL
Saturday Noon Purdue
Oct. 26 3:30 p.m. Illinois
Nov. 2 TBA Michigan
Nov. 16 TBA Nebraska

MICHIGAN FOOTBALL
Saturday 3:30 p.m. Indiana
Nov. 2 TBA Michigan State
Nov. 9 TBA Nebraska
Nov. 16 TBA Northwestern

DETROIT LIONS
Sunday 1 p.m. Cincinnati
Oct. 27 1 p.m. Dallas
Nov. 10 1 p.m. Chicago
Nov. 17 1 p.m. Pittsburgh

DETROIT TIGERS
Today 4 p.m. Boston
Wednesday 8 p.m. Boston
Thursday 8 p.m. Boston
Saturday 4:30 p.m. Boston*
Sunday 8 p.m. Boston*

*If necessary

DETROIT REDWINGS
Today 8 p.m. Columbus
Thursday 9 p.m. Colorado
Saturday 9 p.m. Phoenix
Monday 7:30 p.m. San Jose

DETROIT PISTONS
Wednesday 8 p.m. Chicago*
Thursday 7 p.m. Cleveland*
Sunday 6 p.m. Orlando*
Oct. 22 7:30 p.m. Washington*

*Preseason

TV/RADIO
BASEBALL
4 p.m. MLB: Playoffs, ALCS, Boston at Detroit Fox,

WVFN 730-AM, WBBL 107.3-FM

8 p.m. MLB: Playoffs, NLCS, St. Louis at Los Angeles TBS

FOOTBALL
Midnight CFL: Toronto at Hamilton (same-day tape) NBC Sports

8 p.m. College: Louisiana-Lafayette at Western Kentucky
ESPN2

GOLF
4 p.m. PGA of America: Grand Slam of Golf TNT

HOCKEY
8 p.m. NHL: Columbus at Detroit Fox Sports Detroit,

WVFN 730-AM, WBBL 107.3-FM

8 p.m. NHL: San Jose at St. Louis NBC Sports

SOCCER
2:30 p.m. World Cup qualifiers, men’s national teams

at various sites ESPN2

3 p.m. World Cup qualifier, men’s national teams,
England vs. Poland Fox Sports 1

SPORTS TALK
6 a.m. “Mad Dog in the Morning” WVFN 730-AM

7:30 a.m. “Ted Fattal’s Sports Forum” WJSZ 92.5-FM

9 a.m. “Staudt on Sports” WVFN 730-AM

1 p.m. “AM Sports Talk” WKAR 870-AM

3 p.m. “The Drive with Jack” WVFN 730-AM

7 p.m. “The Tom Anastos Show” WJIM 1240-AM

GAME PLAN
Home games in bold

GOLF
Rosendale ties for 34th

St. John’s Zach Rosendale got a taste
of his first national invitational, fin-
ishing tied for 34th at the AJGA All-Star
in Norman, Okla., with a 78-74-152. The
54-hole event was shortened to 36 holes
due to torrential downpours all day
Monday, forcing officials to cancel
many third rounds that had been start-
ed, including Rosendale’s, due to the
severe conditions.

“We got to play a great course at the
University of Oklahoma and we were
treated like tour players,” Rosendale
said via email. “This was said to be one
of the strongest fields in the world for
juniors 15 and under. Overall a great
week. Although I would of liked to play
better it was a great learning experi-
ence that will benefit me in the future.”

In August, before beginning high
school, Rosendale made a verbal com-
mitment to play golf at Michigan State.

In the girls’ category, another 2017
MSU commitment, Allyson Geer, fin-
ished tied for third with a 73-74-147,
five strokes back.

—Tom Lang for the Lansing State Journal

DOPING
Anti-doping authority
launching probe of Jamaica

The Associated Press has learned
that the world’s anti-doping authority is
launching an “extraordinary” audit of
Jamaica’s drug-testing agency follow-
ing allegations that its policing of the
island’s sprinting superstars led by
Usain Bolt all but collapsed in the
months before the London Games,

WADA’s probe follows data the for-
mer executive director of the Jamaica
Anti-Doping Commission revealed to
the Caribbean’s oldest newspaper in-
dicating a near complete breakdown in
JADCO’s out-of-competition testing
from January 2012 to the July opening
of the Olympics.

FOOTBALL
Tennessee, Virginia Tech to play
at Bristol Motor Speedway

Tennessee and Virginia Tech will
finally play a football game at Bristol
Motor Speedway and expect to set a
single-game football attendance record
in what is being billed as the “Battle at
Bristol.”

Track and officials from both uni-
versities formally announced the plans
Monday amid confetti and fireworks
during a festive news conference at the
52-year-old racetrack.

The game is scheduled for Sept. 10,
2016.

—from staff and wire reports

IN BRIEF

LAKEODESSA—The Lake-
wood Vikings swept league
rival Williamston, 25-11, 25-
16 and 25-19, in the CAAC
White title match in Lake-
wood onMonday.

“We played really well in
the first two games,” Lake-
woodheadcoachKellieRow-
landsaid. “Westeppedupour
game at the net tonight.”

Lakewood took an early
lead before going on a 16-
point scoring run to take the
first set, 25-11. The Vikings
took a strong position on de-
fense, and Williamston
struggled with errors on
their side of the court.

In the second set, Lake-
wood came out strong with a
15-7, but Williamston was
able to find somemomentum
to bring the score within two
points, 18-16. Coming out of a
timeout, Lakewood regained
control and scored seven
consecutive points towin the
set, 25-16.

Williamston put up a
strong fight in the third
game, leading 19-18 late in
the game, before ultimately
fell to the Vikings, 25-19.

“We had a hard time get-
ting into our quick offensive
run because I think William-
ston struggled against our
defense,” coach Rowland
said.

“The biggest thing is to
keep themfiredup,” sheadd-
ed. “I always need to remind
my team of the competitive
part of this game.”

Junior Vanessa Reynhout
lead the Vikings with 11 kills

and three blocks, and fresh-
man Gabie Shellenbarger
contributed 21 assists.

“Vanessa and Gabie both
had great games, but sopho-
more Charlie Smith did lots
for our team as well,” Row-
land said. “Her stats don’t re-
flect her game, but that’s be-
cause she is all over the
floor.”

Sophomore Renee Sturm
led theHornetswith sixkills,
six aces and 10 digs. Junior
Madison Seaman added sev-
en kills for the team, and ju-
nior Paige Dutcher finished
the night with 15 digs.

HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL

Lakewood claims CAAC White title
Vikings get sweep
of Williamston
By Betsy Hicks
bhicks@lsj.com

You don’t have to be a
runner very long before you
experience close calls with
cars, semi-trucks, angry
dogs, and all othermanner
of distractions while run-
ning on public roads.

It’s enough to drive a
runner off-road.

This is exactly how and
why I discovered the Lan-
sing River Trail four years
ago.

Having been sprayed
with winter slush, honked at
and generally annoyed by
vehicular traffic, I began
taking advantage of this
precious natural resource
(both on foot and on bike).
The River Trail provides
traffic-free routes and beau-
tiful scenery throughout
Greater Lansing.

My joy and satisfaction of
the River Trail was so great
that I decided to write a
simple thank you letter.
Unsurewhowas responsible
for the trail, I sentmy letter
to LansingMayor Virg Ber-
nero’s office, simply thank-
ing him andwhoever was
responsible for the trail’s
upkeep.

So imaginemy surprise
when theMayor’s office
contactedme after receiv-
ingmy letter and asked if I
could stop downtown for a
meeting. I agreed to attend,
both with caution and excite-
ment.What I learned in that
meeting is the impetus for
the rest of this column.

AsMayor Bernero ex-

plained tome in his office
that day, The Lansing River
Trail is a precious resource,
but one that stresses the city
coffers, and its coffers
alone. Although the River
Trail is used by thousands of
people from the tri-county
area (likeme, a Grand Ledge
resident), the sole burden of
funding, expanding and
maintaining the River Trail
falls to the city of Lansing.

For those not in the know,
the Lansing River Trail
starts aroundOld Town near
Turner DodgeHouse and
runs southward along the
GrandRiver, past the Capi-
tol, over to Potter Park Zoo,
and extends all the way to
the corner of Jolly and Aure-
lius atMaguire Park. There
are several tributaries along
theway, providing over12
miles of contiguous, paved
trails touching14 city parks.

City officials also showed
me plans to continue to ex-
pand the River Trail towards
Fidelity Lake, and also a
plan to push the trail into
Delhi Township. They asked
me if I could considermobi-
lizing a group of people who
use and benefit from the
River Trail to become ad-
vocates for its future uses.

As a follow up to this
meeting, I recentlymet with
the City’s Director of Parks
&Recreation, Brett Kas-
chinske, alongwith repre-
sentatives fromPlaymakers
and the Playmakers Fitness
Foundation. Our group dis-
cussed forming an advocacy
organization, with early
thoughts to call ourselves
“The Friends of the Lansing
River Trail.”

Our group aspires to
possibly obtain 501(c)3 sta-
tus as a non-profit group,
and form a dynamic private /
public partnership tomain-
tain, protect and reasonably
grow the River Trail over
the next several decades.
The good folks at Playmak-
ers already use the River
Trail for their “TeamPlay-
makers” training sessions.
Aswell, several local races
(LansingMarathon and
Capital City River RunHalf
Marathon) utilize portions of
the trail for their annual
events.

So, here’s a call to action
to you – the reader, the run-
ner, the walker, the biker,
the photographer, etc. Do
you use the Lansing River
Trail? Do you enjoy its vehi-
cle-free status, its natural
features, and theway it
interconnects city parks and
sections of greater Lansing?
Do you appreciate how the
River Trail facilitates phys-
ical fitness formultiple
generations of local resi-
dents?

If so, I would like to ask
you to contact us as we as-
pire to launch the Friends of
the Lansing River Trail to
help raise funds, advocate
for additional government
support, and generally vol-
unteer to help keep this trail
safe and beautiful.

Contacting us requires no
immediatemonetary sup-
port, political acumen, or
precious time from you.
What we seek to gain is
some inertia, identify people
who use and love the River
Trail, and slowly organize
ourselves into a specific
advocacy group that can
assist local government
bodies to promote the health
andwelfare of the Lansing
River Trail.

For the present time,
Brett Kaschinske (Parks and
Recreation) has graciously
offered to be the “tip of the
spear” for those of youwho
read this story andmaywish
to knowmore about this
proposed organization.
Please e-mail Brett at
brett.kaschinske@lansing-
mi.gov or feel free to send
me amessage at
kas0624@yahoo.com.

The English writer John
LeCarre once said, “The
desk is a dangerous place
fromwhich to watch the
world.” Comewatch the
world from the beauty of
your Lansing River Trail. We
hope to hear frommany of
you as we undertake this
important initiative.

Friends of the River Trail being established
KEVIN
SHAW
Running columnist
kas0624@yahoo.com

BOSTON — Jonas Gus-
tavssondidn’thavea lotof
time to plan for his first
action of the season.

Gustavsson didn’t find
out until nearly game
time that Detroit’s No. 1
goaltender Jimmy How-
ard was going to be side-
linedwithacatchinghand
injury. Then the backup
stopped 28 shots and led
theRedWings to a 3-2win
over theBostonBruins on
Monday afternoon.

“Maybe 15, 20 minutes
before the game started,”
Gustavsson said, sitting
at his locker taking his
equipment off in a nearly
empty dressing room fol-
lowing the win. “It felt
good. I was excited to
play. It’s always fun to go
out and have your first
game, especiallywhenwe
have a chance to win.”

And the Red Wings
(4-2) had to hang on right
until the last second to get
their second straight vic-
tory.

Milan Lucic’s 100th ca-
reer goal sliced it to 3-2
with 1:20 to play. With
Bruins netminder Tuukka

Rask pulled for an extra
skater, Boston had the
puck in Detroit’s zone for
nearly all of the final 80
seconds.

Stephen Weiss and
Daniel Cleary scored sec-
ond-period goals for the
Wings.HenrikZetterberg
had the other score.

Loui Eriksson hadBos-
ton’s other goal. The Bru-
ins had a two-man power-
play advantage for nearly
two minutes early in the
third period, but couldn’t
mount a comeback.

“It looks like we’re
feeling the pressure of
not scoringgoals,”Boston
coach Claude Julien said.
“Our goal-scoring confi-
dence is not where we
need it to be andwe’vegot
to get that straightened
out.”

Gustavsson bobbled a
few shots in the opening
period, but improved as
the game went on. He
madeapair of stopsonJa-
rome Iginla’s shots from
the left point when the
Bruins had the two-man
edge for 1:54 early in the
third period.

“That’s how it is usual-
ly in a game,” Gustavsson
said. “When you get your
first shots on you, you
grow into the game. I felt
pretty good. The guys
helped me a lot to feel
good.”

As for Howard, he

didn’t thinkhe’dbeable to
play in the next game at
home against Columbus
on Tuesday night.

“Doubtful,” he said.
“We’re really just going to
have to wait and see.
Hopefully, it’ll heal fast.”

Tuukka Rask made 24
saves for Boston (3-2).

Boston also had a pow-
erplaywith just under six
minutes left, when Daniel
Alfredsson was whistled
for boarding, but failed to
get any good scoring
chances. TheBruinswent
0-for-5 on the power play.

“You go through it,”
Iginla said of still looking
for his first goal of the
season. “Sometimes it
frustrates you and you do
a little too much. There’s
no excuse. I’ve been
through it before.”

Weiss’ score pushed
the Red Wings ahead 2-1
midway into the second
period. Johan Franzen
fired a pass from the left
corner to Weiss alone in
front and he beat Rask
with a wrister.

Detroit thenmade it 3-1
on Cleary’s goal 2:20 later
when he slipped a shot by
Rask inside the right post
after collecting Alfreds-
son’s feed.

TheRedWings jumped
ahead 1-0 when Zetter-
berg took a feed from Pa-
vel Datsyuk midway into
the first period.

REDWINGS 3, BRUINS 2

Detroit center Pavel Datsyuk controls the puck during the third period Monday against
the Boston Bruins at TD Banknorth Garden. BOB DECHIARA/USA TODAY

Backup goalie delivers on call
Leads Detroit
to victory in
matinee game
By Ken Powtak
Associated Press

WASHINGTON— Joel Ward, Alex
Ovechkin and Troy Brouwer
scored goals in less than four min-
utes of the second period, and the
Washington Capitals snapped a
three-game losing streakwith a 4-2
win over the Edmonton Oilers on
Monday night.

With the score tied at 1, Ward
took advantage of a powerplay and
scoredhis firstgoalof theseasonat
10:06 of the second.

Ovechkin added his sixth goal
3:12 later, and Brouwer — during
another power play — netted his
first 43 seconds after that. Nicklas
Backstrom assisted on all three
goals, scored 3:55 apart. Brooks
Laich scored Washington’s first
goal of the game.

The Capitals scored four times
on 20 shots against Edmonton goal-
ie Jason LaBarbera. The Oilers
have given up at least four goals in
each of their six games.

Boyd Gordon and Will Acton,
with the first of his NHL career,
scored for Edmonton.

The Oilers took a 1-0 lead 9:48
into the game on Gordon’s fourth
goal. Justin Schultz recovered a
loose puck near center ice, skated
down the rightwingandsent apass
to BoydGordon, who flipped a shot
past goalie Braden Holtby.

Just 3:53 later, Laich scored his
first of the season when he fired a
shot past LaBarbera.

Wardgave theCapitals a2-1lead
one second after Brouwer and Ed-
monton’sDavid Perron returned to
the ice after they served roughing
penalties.

»WILD 2 SABRES 1: Jason Po-
minville scored thewinning goal in
his return to Buffalo as the Minne-
sota beat the winless Sabres.

Kyle Brodziak also scored for
Minnesota (3-1-2). Josh Harding
made 21 saves.

Buffalo (0-6-1) tied a franchise
recordfor longestwinlessstreakto
start a season.

Pominville, a former Sabres
captain, played his first game in
Buffalo sincehewas traded toMin-
nesota last April for center Johan
Larsson, Rochester goalie Matt
Hackett, a first-round pick that
wasusedondefensemanNikitaZa-
dorov and a second-round selec-
tion.

NHL ROUNDUP

Capitals snap
losing streak
against Oilers
Associated Press
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What’s Next?


